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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a prior art search has been made. 

The relevance of EP 0 866 531 Al may be determined from its U.S. equivalent: U.S. 
Patent No. 6,019,446. The relevance of FR 2 566 222 and FR 2 432 638 may be determined from 
the search report issued in the corresponding PCT application, a copy of which was filed with the 
present application. 

In addition, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be 
an admission that each of the references submitted herewith is in fact prior art with respect to the 
present application, or that each of the references is considered to be material to patentability as 
defined in § 1.56(b). 



The documents are being submitted within 3 months of the filing and before the first Office 
Action on the merits, whichever is later, therefore no fee or certification is required under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 
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To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker& Mathis, l.l.p. 
Date: April 1, 2002 By: 





William C. Rowland 
Registration No. 30,888 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



